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Domestic Violence Defined
Florida Statute 741.28

(2) “Domestic v iolence” means any assault, 
aggravated assault, battery, aggravated battery, 
sexual assault, sexual battery, stalking, 
aggravated stalking, kidnapping, false 
imprisonment, or any criminal offense resulting in 
physical injury or death of one family or 
household member by another family or household 
member.



“Family or Household Member” Defined
Florida Statute 741.28

(3) “Family or household member” means spouses, 
former spouses, persons related by blood or 
marriage, persons who are presently residing 
together as if a family or who have resided together 
in the past as if a family, and persons who are 
parents of a child in common regardless of whether 
they have been married. With the exception of 
persons who have a child in common, the family or 
household members must be currently residing or 
have in the past resided together in the same single 
dwelling unit.



STATISTICS

• 1 in 3 women: vict ims of  some form of 
physical violence by an int imate partner 
within their l i fetime. 1 in 4 for men.

• PANDEMIC: increased dramatically –
National DV Hotl ine received 74,000 cal ls, 
chats, and texts in February 2022.

• Economic factors

• DV doesn’t discriminate!

• Effect on chi ldren

• Myths and Questions



Cycle of Violence



POWER & CONTROL WHEEL

• Using coercion & threat

• Intimidation

• Emotional & economic abuse

• Isolation

• Minimizing, denying, & blaming

• Children
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CIVIL 
INJUNCTIONS



Fla. Stat. 741.28

• Pet i t ioner v. Respondent

• Vict im of DV or in imminent danger of becoming a v ict im 
of DV (PETITIONER)

RESPONDENT SHALL HAVE NO 
CONTACT WITH PETITIONER.
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PROCESS
1. Petition for Injunction for Protection 

a. Domestic Violence
b. Stalking
c. Repeat Violence
d. Sexual Violence
e. Dating Violence

2. Judge can do one of 3 things:
a. Grant a temporary injunction
b. Deny
c. Set a Hearing

3. RETURN HEARING – within 15 days – for the 
Court to determine: 

a. Grant Injunction and how long?
b. Residence?

4. Other Considerations and wrinkles



CONSEQUENCES 
TO RESPONDENT

• Limit t imesharing, require 
supervised t imesharing, leave 
residence, pay chi ld support

• Cannot possess f irearms /ammo

• Professions, L icenses, Mi l i tary, 
Col lege Admission, US Cit izenship 

• Enforcement across 50 states

• Violations of DV Injunctions 
subject to cr iminal case
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HYPOTHETICAL 
#1



HYPOTHETICAL 
#2



HYPOTHETICAL 
#3
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Judges 
Denise & John 

Beamer

Thank 
you!
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